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INTERNAL DOCUMENT: WP3 STUDY VISIT ASSIGMENT REPORT 
 
Study visit dates: 21-22-23 May 2018 
 
Study visit location: Bologna, Emilia-Romagna, Italy  
 
HEI responsible: Department of Agricultural and Food Sciences, ALMA MATER STUDIORUM, 
University of Bologna 

 
 
Persons in charge for organization: 
Francesco Orsini 
Giuseppina Pennisi 
 
Introduction 
 
Study visits and trainings (Deliverable 3.2.) are three days events organized at program HEIs 
according to the proposed modules, specific typology of Urban Agriculture as well as 
results/guidelines/experience from Project. Six study visits with training for five participants 
from five HEIs will deliver 150 trainings. Study visits and training aims to equip teaching staff 
from partner HEIs with first-hand experience in Urban Agriculture (UA). During study visits 
teaching staff will visit UA sites and project at program HEIs. During that time they will 
practically implement UA skills and knowledge in real work surroundings, or otherwise gain 
first-hand experience needed for BUGI Project curriculum implementation. Partner HEIs 
teaching staff will work closely with program HEIs teaching staff to facilitate knowledge 
transfer and good practice. The emphasis will be placed on teachers training that foster 
interactive, problem-based learning and entrepreneurial skills through new and creative ways 
of teaching and learning. New methodological approaches exercised by the teachers will 
enable them to work independently in implementation of new curriculum and LLL programs.   
 
Study visit assignment  
 
The aim of the study visit and training was to equip teaching staff from partner HEIs (University 
Dzemal Bijedic of Mostar, University of Donja Gorica, University of Haxhi Zeka, University of 
Prishtina, University Sarajevo, South-Westphalia University of Applied Sciences, Department 
of Agriculture) with first-hand experience in UA in the Urban Area of Bologna, Italy, with the 
purpose to facilitate knowledge transfer and good practice of UA to support BUGI Project 
curriculum implementation. 
 
The objectives of the study visit and training were to: 
.  
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- Gain an insight in the organisation of the World largest food park (FICO) 20,000 sqm 
of Italian biodiversity in Bologna– discover the world’s largest agri-food farm! Two 
whole hectares dedicated to demonstrative fields and stables with more than 200 
animals and 2000 different cultivars.  

-  

 
 

- Gain an insight in the organisation of the Scuderie Future Food Coolab, an innovative 
food scenario combining “eating” – “food cultures” and “science” and innovation with 
its three laboratories (food alchemist, food maker and urban farmer) 
http://scuderia.futurefood.network/ 
 

- Learn about the results of a pluriannual research on “Sustainability assessment of 
innovations in urban agriculture” carried out by Esther Sanyé-Mengual (DISTAL). 

 
- Gain an understanding of the Spazio Battirame - Cooperativa sociale Eta Beta: 

Eta Beta is a social cooperative that offers therapeutic and rehabilitative programs and 
work placement services for disadvantaged people and/or those in marginal situations, 
based on handicraft, artistic and agricultural activities. Eta Beta was founded in 1992 
by an association of artists and artisans located in Bologna (IT). In 2013 Eta Beta started 
an innovative project in a former industrial area within the city of Bologna (Roveri), 
aimed at revitalizing the area, now almost totally abandoned, as well as at promoting 
social inclusion and realizing a sustainable food chain based on social and ethical 
values. Among the different activities Eta Beta performs, one of the most relevant is 

http://scuderia.futurefood.network/


                                                   

Project number: 586304-EPP-1-2017-1-BA-EPPKA2-CBHE-JP “This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission 

cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein”  3 
 

the cultivation and sale of organic vegetables targeted to the Bologna ethical 
purchasing group (Gruppo d’acquisto solidale Bologna – GASBO http://www.gasbo.it/) 
and more in general to families from the Bologna area (approximately 80/100 families)  
KEY ACTIVITIES: Handicraft and artistic activities such as woodworking, carpentry, 
jewellery, ceramic and glassware are essential elements of the rehabilitative 
programmes run by Eta Beta, as well as means for social inclusion and work –based 
training and job placement. At the headquarters in Via Battirame in Bologna, they 
produce and distribute organic food such as fruit and vegetables with an agricultural 
area of 2150 square meters. The garden of Via Battirame is located on the premises of 
the cooperative and was built as a circular garden following the principles of 
biodynamic/synergistic agriculture. Now the productive area has been expanded on 
an additional field located in the same area. 
http://www.etabeta.coop/spaziobattirame/ 

 
 
Study visit outcomes  
 
During the study visit and training the participants: 
Visited the Word largest Food Park 
Visited 3 practical examples of innovative and viable UA grassroot initiatives involving multiple 
stakeholders (governmental and non-governmental actors, civil society and SMEs) 
Got first-hand information from a researcher who is one of the leading experts in sustainability 
of UA.  
 

http://www.etabeta.coop/spaziobattirame/
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Study visit program  
 

DAY 1: MONDAY 21/05/2018 Venue: DISTAL + FICO - Viale Fanin 44- Bologna  

10.00-10.30 Welcome and Presentation of the Department of Agriculture and Food Sciences  
(DISTAL)- Prof. Francesco Orsini 

10.30 – 
11.30 

Presentation of participant organisations  

11.30-13.30 Interactive Lesson 1. Innovation in Urban Agriculture- Prof. Francesco Orsini (DISTAL) 

13.30 – 14.30 Lunch Break at F.I.CO. 

14.30 – 
15.30 

Meeting with the F.I.C.O Fundation and the Urban Development Agency Pilastro 

15.30 – 
19.30 

Tour at F.I.C.O.- Fabbrica Italiana Contadina - Food Amusement Park 
https://www.eatalyworld.it/it/  

19.30- 20.00 Discussion and conclusion 

20.00 End of study visit day 1 
 

DAY 2 Tuesday 22/05/2018 Venue Scuderie Urban Food CooLab; le Serre dei Giardini Margherita 
- City center 

09.30 -10.00 Welcome day 2 – Filippo Sartor Coordinator of the EU Projects Unit 
International Relations Division – University of Bologna 

10.00-13.00 Interactive Lesson 2. Sustainability assessment of innovations in urban agriculture, 
Esther Sanyé-Mengual (DISTAL)  

13.00 – 14.000 Lunch Break at SCUDERIE URBAN FOOD COOLAB 

14.00-15.30 UA in Bologna city center: meeting with SCUDERIA - Future Food Urban Co-Lab 
http://scuderia.futurefood.network/  

15.30-18.30 UA in Bologna city center:  meeting with LE SERRE /KILOWATT Giardini Margherita 
collective garden  - https://leserre.kilowatt.bo.it/en/  

18.30- 19.00 Discussion and conclusion 

19.00  End of study visit day 2 

Common dinner – Osteria de’ Grifoni (http://www.osteriadeigrifoni.it/)  

 

DAY 3: WEDNESDAY 23/05/2018 Venue ETA BETA soc. Coop Via Battirame 11 Bologna 

09.30-
10.00 

Welcome day 3 – Prof. Giorgio Gianquinto; Dr. Giovanni Bazzocchi 

10.00-
13.00 

ETA BETA – UA initiative in Bologna (diversification BM and URBAN GREEN TRAIN case 
study) 
http://www.urbangreentrain.eu/en/?id=UA_Enterprises&category=415&product=1737 

13.00-14.00 Lunch Break at ETA BETA 

14.00-
18.30 

Interactive Lesson 3. Social aspects for planning sustainable urban agriculture. Kathrin 
Specht (Humboldt University of Berlin – DE) 

18.30-
19.00 

Discussion and conclusions 

19.00 End of study visit day 3 

 
 

https://www.eatalyworld.it/it/
http://scuderia.futurefood.network/
https://leserre.kilowatt.bo.it/en/
http://www.osteriadeigrifoni.it/
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List of participants  

Name and surname Institution 

Semina Hadziabulic  University Dzemal Bijedic of Mostar 

Elma Temim University Dzemal Bijedic of Mostar 

Ahmed Dzubur University Dzemal Bijedic of Mostar 

Alma Rahimic University Dzemal Bijedic of Mostar 

Jasna Hasanbegovic University Dzemal Bijedic of Mostar 

Vladan Bozovic University of Donja Gorica 

Jovana Drobnjak University of Donja Gorica 

Hajrija Skrijelj University of Haxhi Zeka 

Ibish Mazreku University of Haxhi Zeka 

Agim Rysha University of Haxhi Zeka 

Nexhdet Shala University of Haxhi Zeka 

Fadil Milladin University of Haxhi Zeka 

Afrim Hamidi University of Prishtina 

Avni Robaj University of Prishtina 

Iliriana Miftari University of Prishtina 

Petar Glamočlija University Sarajevo 

Mirza Uzunovic University Sarajevo 

Osman Music University Sarajevo 

Emir Becinovic University Sarajevo 

Alen Mujcinovic University Sarajevo 

Bern Poelling SWUAS 

Francesco Orsini University of Bologna 

Giuseppina Pennisi University of Bologna 

Piergiacomo Sola University of Bologna 
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Annexes  
1. Attendance list  
2. Individual scanned certificates  
3. Individual study visit reports  
4. Evaluation report  
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Annex 1 – Attendance list 
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Annex 2 - Individual scanned certificates  

 
Annex 4 – Evaluation Report 
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Fig. 1 
 

 
 
Fig. 2 
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Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 
 
 
Participants’ Opinion: The Con’s 

1. Training room on the second day was too noisy 
2. Translate materials from Italian to English 
3. Activities should be finished by 5pm 
4. Good ideas but bad realization 
5. Case Study on second day was too long, and not clearly related with Urban 

Agriculture 
6. Meeting locations were hard to be found 
7. It was unpolite to force people pay for expensive lunches 
8. Hosting university should not ask participants pay for visiting the selected locations 
9. Not clear how we can adopt these modules in BiH 

 
 
 

Suggestions for doing it better 

 Improve quality of organisation 

 Spent more time for organising better the visits 
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 Participants should be selected according to the planned topics for lectures  
 
Overall Evaluation in Bologna 
 

 


